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Ben Havumaki, Senior Associate 

Synapse Energy Economics I 485 Massachusetts Avenue, Suite 3 I Cambridge, MA   02139 I 617-453-7055 

  bhavumaki@synapse-energy.com 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  

Synapse Energy Economics, Inc., Cambridge, MA. Senior Associate, June 2021 – Present; Associate, July 

2018 – June 2021. 

• Provides research, analysis, and consulting services, frequently in the context of regulated 

proceedings, with expertise in the following topic areas:  

o Rate design and performance-based regulation:  Evaluates utility proposals and 

formulates new recommendations based on best practices and informed by 

innovative emerging models. Evaluates rate designs for consistency with policy goals 

using quantitative modeling and jurisdictional data. Provides expert testimony and 

other formal input in the context of regulated proceedings.  

o Benefit-cost analysis: Evaluates utility BCAs with reference to best practices, 

including emerging standards for grid modernization and distributed energy 

resources. Engaged in the development of new BCA practices in the arenas of grid 

modernization and resilience.  

o Macroeconomic analysis: Uses the IMPLAN model in conjunction with primary 

research and analysis and core economic principles to evaluate the GDP, job, and 

income implications of major grid changes.  

• Contributing author to reports covering a range of topics including plant decommissioning, 

transportation electrification, energy storage and other new technologies, and growth in 

solar photovoltaic (PV) adoption.  

University of Massachusetts Boston, MA. Graduate Teaching and Research Assistant, 2017 – 2018 

• Led ecosystem-valuation workshops for EPA-funded initiative to shape resilience 

policymaking in the Great Bay region of New Hampshire.  

• Served as a teaching assistant in graduate econometrics course and undergraduate 

macroeconomics and urban economics courses. 

Notre Dame Education Center and Jewish Vocational Service Boston, MA. Math Instructor, 2012 – 2017 

• Taught foundational math to adult learners and standard high school math curriculum to 

students in non-traditional school program.  

The City of New York New York, NY. Senior Investigator, 2007 – 2010 
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• Investigated complaints against officers of the New York City Police Department and issued 

disciplinary recommendations in formal reports to the agency board.  

EDUCATION 

University of Massachusetts, Boston, Boston, MA 

Master of Arts in Applied Economics, 2018 

Recipient of the Arthur MacEwan Award for Excellence in Political Economy 

McGill University, Montreal, Quebec 

Bachelor of Arts in History, 2007 

PUBLICATIONS 

Takahashi, K., T. Woolf, B. Havumaki, D. White, D. Goldberg, S. Kwok, A. Takasugi. 2021. Missed 

Opportunities: The Impacts of Recent Policies on Energy Efficiency Programs in Midwestern States. 

Synapse Energy Economics for the Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance. 

Kallay, J., A. Napoleon, J. Hall, B. Havumaki, A. Hopkins, M. Whited, T. Woolf, J. Stevenson, R. Broderick, 

R. Jeffers, B. Garcia. 2021. Regulatory Mechanisms to Enable Investments in Electric Utility Resilience. 

Synapse Energy Economics for Sandia National Laboratories. 

Kallay, J., S. Letendre, T. Woolf, B. Havumaki, S. Kwok, A. Hopkins, R. Broderick, R. Jeffers, K. Jones, M. 

DeMenno. 2021. Application of a Standard Approach to Benefit-Cost Analysis for Electric Grid Resilience 

Investments.  Synapse Energy Economics for Sandia National Laboratories.  

Kallay, J., A. Napoleon, B. Havumaki, J. Hall, C. Odom, A. Hopkins, M. Whited, T. Woolf, M. Chang, R. 

Broderick, R. Jeffers, B. Garcia. 2021. Performance Metrics to Evaluate Utility Resilience Investments. 

Synapse Energy Economics for Sandia National Laboratories. 

Woolf, T., D Bhandari, C. Lane, J. Frost, B. Havumaki, S. Letendre, C. Odom. 2021. Benefit-Cost Analysis of 

the Rhode Island Community Remote Net Metering Program. Synapse Energy Economics for the Rhode 

Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers. 

Woolf, T., B. Havumaki, S. Letendre, C. Odom, J. Hall. 2021. Macroeconomic Impacts of the Rhode Island 

Community Remote Net Metering Program. Synapse Energy Economics for the Rhode Island Division of 

Public Utilities and Carriers. 

Kallay, J., A. Hopkins, A. Napoleon, B. Havumaki, J. Hall, M. Whited, M. Chang., R. Broderick, R. Jeffers, K. 

Jones, M. DeMenno.  2021. The Resilience Planning Landscape for Communities and Electric 

Utilities. Synapse Energy Economics for Sandia National Laboratories. 

Woolf, T., L. Schwartz, B. Havumaki, D. Bhandari, M. Whited. 2021. Benefit-Cost Analysis for Utility-

Facing Grid Modernization Investments: Trends, Challenges, and Considerations. Prepared by Lawrence 

Berkeley National Laboratory and Synapse Energy Economics for the Grid Modernization Laboratory 

Consortium of the U.S. Department of Energy. 
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Letendre, S., E. Camp, J. Hall, B. Havumaki, A. Hopkins, C. Odom, S. Hackel, M. Koolbeck, M. Lord, L. 

Shaver, X. Zhou. 2020. Energy Storage in Iowa: Market Analysis and Potential Economic 

Impact. Prepared by Synapse Energy Economics and Slipstream for Iowa Economic Development 

Authority. 

Camp, E., B. Havumaki, T. Vitolo, M. Whited. 2020. Future of Solar PV in the District of Columbia: 

Feasibility, Projections, and Rate Impacts of the District's Expanded RPS. Synapse Energy Economics for 

the District of Columbia Office of the People's Counsel. 

Whited, M., J. Frost, B. Havumaki. 2020. Best Practices for Commercial and Industrial EV Rates. A guide 

prepared by Synapse Energy Economics for Natural Resources Defense Council. 

Knight, P., E. Camp, D. Bhandari, J. Hall, M. Whited, B. Havumaki, A. Allison, N. Peluso, T. Woolf. 2019. 

Making Electric Vehicles Work for Utility Customers: A Policy Handbook for Consumer Advocates. 

Synapse Energy Economics for the Energy Foundation. 

Camp, E., A. Hopkins, D. Bhandari, N. Garner, A. Allison, N. Peluso, B. Havumaki, D. Glick. 2019. The 

Future of Energy Storage in Colorado: Opportunities, Barriers, Analysis, and Policy Recommendations. 

Synapse Energy Office for the Colorado Energy Office. 

Napoleon, A., B. Havumaki, D. Bhandari, T. Woolf. 2019. Review of New Brunswick Power's Application 

for Approval of an Advanced Metering Infrastructure Capital Project: In the Matter of the New Brunswick 

Power Corporation and Section 107 of the Electricity Act; Matter No. 452. Synapse Energy Economics for 

the New Brunswick Energy and Utilities Board Staff. 

Whited, M., B. Havumaki. 2019. GD2019 04 M: DC DOEE Comments Responding to Notice of Inquiry. 

Synapse Energy Economics for the District of Columbia Department of Energy and Environment. 

Timmons, D., A.Z. Dhunny, K. Elahee, B. Havumaki, M. Howells, A. Khoodaruth, A.K. Lema-Driscoll, M.R. 

Lollchund, Y.K. Ramgolam, S.D.D.V. Rughooputh, D. Surroop. 2019. Cost Minimization for Fully 

Renewable Electricity Systems: A Mauritius Case Study. Energy Policy.  133, 110895. 

Napoleon, A., T. Woolf, K. Takahashi, J. Kallay, B. Havumaki. 2019. Comments in the New York Public 

Service Commission Case 18-M-0084: In the Matter of a Comprehensive Energy Efficiency Initiative. 

Comments related to NY Utilities report regarding energy efficiency budgets and targets, collaboration, 

heat pump technology, and low- and moderate-income customers and requests for approval. Synapse 

Energy Economics on behalf of Natural Resources Defense Council. 

Havumaki, B., E. Camp, B. Fagan, D. Bhandari. 2019. Planning for the Future at the CTGS Site: Report on 

the Decommissioning Proposal of Maritime Electric. Synapse Energy Economics for Carr, Stevenson, and 

MacKay. 

Havumaki, B., J. Kallay, K. Takahashi, T. Woolf. 2019. All-Electric Solid Oxide Fuel Cells as an Energy 

Efficiency Measure. Synapse Energy Economics for Bloom Energy. 

Takahashi, K., B. Havumaki, J. Kallay, T. Woolf. 2019. Bloom Fuel Cells: A Cost-Effectiveness Brief. Synapse 

Energy Economics for Bloom Energy.  
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Havumaki, B., T. Vitolo. 2019. Comments to the Mississippi Public Service Commission: In response to the 

report of Acadian Consulting LLC. Synapse Energy Economics for Gulf States Renewable Energy 

Industries Association, Sierra Club, and 25 x ’25. 

Whited, M., J. Kallay, D. Bhandari, B. Havumaki. 2018. Driving Transportation Electrification Forward in 

Pennsylvania: Considerations for Effective Transportation Electrification Ratemaking. Synapse Energy 

Economics for Natural Resources Defense Council.  

Havumaki, B. 2018. Hydropower in the Decarbonized Mauritian Grid: A Prospective Study. Master’s 

Thesis.  

Havumaki, B., G. Mavrommati, C. Makriyannis. 2018. World Bank Water Management, Sanitation, and 

Conservation Projects in Developing Countries: A Guide to Cost-Benefit Analysis. Report for the World 

Bank.    

TESTIMONY 

Hawaii Public Utilities Commission (Docket No. 2018-0088): Panel testimony by Ben Havumaki 
regarding performance incentive mechanisms. On behalf of the Division of Consumer Advocacy, 
Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. September 21, 2020. 
 

Georgia Public Service Commission (Docket No. 42516): Direct Testimony of Melissa Whited and Ben 
Havumaki. On behalf of Sierra Club. October 17, 2019.  
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